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OCCASIONAL PRAYER. 


F all the Guben of the Chriſtian life, 
there is none of more excellent ule 

to the behever himſelf than prayer, as God 
in his ordinary way beſtows his benefits in 
that appointed channel of our aſking, ac- 
cording to our great teacher, whoſe dic- 


tates are infallible. ** , and it ſhalt be 


given you; ſeek, and ye (hall. find; knock, 
und it Hall be opened unto you. Fer every one 
that aſtetb, receivethy and he that: ſeeketh, 
Indeth; and to him that-knocketh it ſhall be 
opened.” Math. vii. 7, 8. Prayer in a pe- 
culiar manner tends to ſhew forth our faith 
in, and dependance ypon the Lord, as the 
original Author of nature, and ſupreme 
"governor of the moral world-; the God of 
grace and of providence. | By prayer we 
practically acknowledge him as the ſup- 
porter of our frame, the giver and maih- 
tainer of health, peace, and liberty; the 
ſpring of our felicity, and fountain of all 
enjoyments. In a word, by prayer we ac- 
Knowledge him as our God-in covenant 
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relation, and our adorable Father who is 
in heaven. 

It is a privilege, from which no out- 
ward circumſtances can poſſibly debar us, 
and from which the threatenings of ene- 
mies can by no means deter. Buſineſs on 
the Exchange, or labour in the field; jour- 
ney ing, or even being joined with compa- 
ny of what kind ſoever, cannot hinder the 
elevation of a praying heart to God. From 
the bed of ſickneſs; from the noiſome 
dungeon, the ardent petition aſcends to the 
throne of God, with as much velocity as 
from the aſſemblies of his people. Al- 
though our feet ſhould be made faſt in the 
ſtocks; although our limbs ſhould be. fet- 
tered with chains of iron, and we ſhut up 
in the innermoſt priſon, the privilege of 
prayer cannot be withheld. Yau may be 
denied the other privileges of God's 
. houſe; the word itſelf may be wreſted 
from your hands, but all your enemies 
cannot debar you from the publican's pri- 
vilege of calling upon God. For were 
they, as has been the caſe of our prede- 
ceflors, even to deprive us of the main or- 
gan of ſpeech; the heart, though denied 
the uſe of a tongue, can ſpeak perfectly 
intelligibly before the throne of grace, and 
Will be regarded when it puts in its claim 
to mercy. 1 
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It is a duty incumbent on all'who ſtand |; 
in need of the divine aſſiſtance in any ſenſe. | 
And I think it will never be denied to be | 
"the duty of an hungry perſon to aſk for " 
© bread, or one that is athirſt, to implore 1 
that which only can ſatisfy the keen ſenſa- | 
tion. Surely the fool bught to ſeek-after | 
wiſdom profitable to direct, and the con- | 
demned criminal may lawfully ſolicit par- | 
don, He. that 1s ready to. faint may war- | 
rantably cry out for ſtrength, and he that 14 
is periſhing for mercy with the publican; | | 

| 


but where there is no ſenſe of diſeaſe and 
milery, there can be no breathings after 1 
God in prayer; no crying, Jeſus, thou | 
ſon of David, have mercy upon me a mi- i 
ſerable ſinner.“ A ſenſe of fin, wretched- '} 
© neſs and neceſſity, being the foundation of | 
all ſpiritual prayer, it is a ſufficient war- 
rant for prayer wherever it prevails. So | 
that it is.needleſs to aſk, © will God hear + 
ſuch an unworthy ſinner as me?“ If ne- | 


ceſſitous, the ſcriptures encoutage us to 1 
alk, and aſſure us, that in ſo doing we ſhall 4 
receive. 1'| 

It is an exerciſe Wie ſeaſonable, * 1 


cauſe we are always needy ſinners. Never 
more ſeaſonable, than when a veſſel of i} 
mercy is caſt down among the' refining 
pots of affliction. Some we ſhall find in N 
that calamitous ſituation, whilſt there 1 a ö 
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call for God to fit in Zion as a iter, 
| thoroughly to purge his 11 from their 
I 


tin and droſs; and this will be requiſite, till 


ſuch time as all his people are made pure, 


even as he himſelf is pure. « If any man 


7s offlited let bim pray.” As affliction is 


the ſeaſon of greateſt neceſſity; a ſeaſon 


Which will the moſt put nature's fortitude 
to the trial, and which therefore moſt 
- loudly calls for heavenly aſſiſtance; for 


the favourable and merciful regards of our 


divine F ather, and everlaſting friend; if 


any man is afflicted let him pray. Any 


man, Whether Jew or Gentile, bond or 
free, whatever have been the criminal ag- 


ravations of his former enormities ; how- 


ever deſtitute he may find himſelf. of qua- 
lities to recommend him to divine accep- 
tance, let him pray. 


When any particular change has paſſed 


upon a family; when it has been laid un- 


der any train of circumſtances, of a cala- 


mitous nature, it has been the laudible 


cuſtom of ſome, to call the officers of the 


Church together, jointly to ſeek to God in 
| ;Þehalf of the. family. A_ cuſtom, well 


. _ 
4.41 


upon 


agreein gur profelſed dependance 
D 15 ur N for all things; at whoſe 


hand we. receive all the good, and all the 
evil together blended, in our chequered 
lots; z and with gur belief in him, as * 

only 
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only governor of the natural and- moral 


worlds. A cuſtom well agreeing with our 


connection with each other as Chriſtians 


and members of the ſame ſociety ; the in- 


ſtitution of which ſeems to have been 


ſolely with a view to our mutual advan- 
tage, and the better aſſiſting each other in 


the as, of difficulty and diſtreſs“. It ap- 
. pears from the nature of our connections, 


as members of the ſame body, to be the 
duty of every church member, when under, 
either the frowns of divine providence, or 
the hidings of the Redeemer's face, in any 
way peculiarly diſtreſſing, not only to 
make known his afflictions whatever they 
may be, to the church with whom he is 
united, that they may have the Chriſtian 
previlege of ſharing. in his ſorrow, and 
aſſiſting by their prayers, even if incapa- 
ble of yielding other aſſiſtance. 

Farther, from the nature. of the ſame 
connection, as well as the direction of the 
apoſtle James, Cap. v. 14. It appears, 


Nothing can be more certain, than that our 
righteouſneſs and goodneſs extendeth not unto God. 
Being perfect in every attribute, he can receive no 
addition to his eſſential glory and felicity by any 


ſervice of his creatures whatever. Therefore the bene- 
volent deſign of his inſtitutions muſt be the good of 


his workmanſhip. Goſpel inſtitutions are amazingly 
calculated to promote the good of ſociety, when em- 
braced in their native dale. 5 Pet wth 
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chat every member of a goſpel church, 
Whetlier man or woman, has an indmbita- 
le right and power, to call the officers of 
the uch together, to prayer With and 
for them. That no circumſtances; how Af- 
* 'Avent' ſoe ver, elevate a man above the ne- 

ceſſity of this as a duty. No circumſtances, 
© however mean and penurious, can” debar 
them from it as a privilege. Were peo- 
ple therefore found in the exerciſe of it 
more, we ſhould undoubtedly ſee more of 
the glory of Jeſus in church inſtitutions. 
1 ſhould ſincerely rejoice to ſee this part of 
© Chriſtian fellowſhip revived! among us, and 
its uſe become general as in ancient days. 
We, as a church, have had a very recent 
_ inſtance of the Lord's regard to his own 
inſtitutions in the caſe of a much eſteemed 
ſiſter, who, when taken with a very dan- 
gerous diſorder, which threatened her ſpee- 
dy diſſolution. Under felt darkneſs of 
"goat? and the ſevereſt buffetings of Satan 
and vnbelief, ſhe carneſtly' Ionged' for, 
and ſolicited the officers of the church to 
come and pray with her, fully perſuaded, 
that the: Lord would hear their prayers, 
YN and would either ' reſtore her ſpeedily, or 
clear üp her evidences of intereſt, and 
give reſignation to his will. It was unto 
her, according to her faith'; prayer was 
made, ſhe was ee — * 
: beer 
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her temptations, bleſſed with a peace which 


af all pee Tip + and kept at the 


cet of Jeſus in a lowly ſubmiſſion for many 
days, notwithſtanding in the greateſt bodily 
affliction. This 1 truſt will be the means of 


encouraging others, to go and do ſo like- 


wiſe, thus to claim their privileges as mem- 
bers of the church of Jcſus. | 

Something that bears a kind of reſem- 
blance to this, is in uſe with ſome, who, 
upon particular occaſions, invite a few 


friends to join with them in prayer or 
praiſe, as the occaſion may direct. Even 


this I could wiſh to ſee mote generally en- 
couraged, notwithſtanding I am convinced, 
it comes exceedingly ſhort of the original 
inſtitution, and is by no means equivalent 
to the deſigns of church eſtabliſhment. 
How great would be our previlege, to be 
able to lay our diſtreſſes before our whole 


community? And what a ſpirit of prayer 


would be ſtirred up on ſuch occaſions-? 
What wonders of divine interpoſition 
ſhould we fee, were we but capable of em- 


bracing our own mercy, in that relation in 
which we ſtand to each other? 


Hvw affectionate and warm would our 
mutual regard for each other be, when 
thus led to taſte the ſweets of goſpel com- 
munion, and become acquainted with the 


divine conduct towards each other, in grace 


and 
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and in providence? Indeed, there is not a bare 
poſi bility of our reaping the benefits na- 
tural to our Chriſtian connections, with- 
out this mutual reciprocal knowledge of, 
and communion, with each other, in all 
our affairs:outward and inward. - That in- 
junction of Paul's, Gal vi. 2. Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of 
Chriſt, neceflarily ſuppoſeth a knowledge of 
one - another's burdens; for how can a 
church bear thoſe burdens with which it is 
altogether unacquainted ? How ſhall the 
diſtreſſes and difficulties of individuals be- 
come our common burden as a church, 


unleſs care is taken to make them known 
to us in that capacity? ee K dert 
No man may warrantably ſay, * my 
diſtreſſes are of ſuch a peculiar nature, 
that revealing them, and eſpecially to a 
whole ſociety, would be likely to do more 
hurt than good ;” ſeeing God hath graci- 
oülly bound , himſelf by covenant engage- 
ments, to hear and anſwer the prayers of 
his aſſembled church“. This being the 


Ccaſe, 


am aware, that a very fermidable objection 
will here ſuggeſt itſelf, and it will be“ deemed of 

dangerous conſequence, to truſt a whole ſociety with 
our moſt private concerns; to put even our reputation 
as men, as tradeſmen and Chriſtians, entirely in- 
to the power of ſuch a numerous body as a goſpel 
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A Discovrse on Prayen, 11 
caſe, the pooreſtmember is capable of affiſt- 
ing you; perhaps more by his prayers, than 
the richeſt friend, in whom you may chuſ 
to.confide, can do by his'purſe or xr Ari 1 
know but of two things that can debar the 
church. from this privilege, which'is. the 
very eſſence of goſpel communion. Shame 


and Pride are the great enemies, which rob 


us of our comfort and privilege. 


Sbame forbids us to reveal any thing 


which may tend to reflect upon either our 
wiſdom or piety. Or if we at all reveal 


our diſtreſs, ſhame will direct us to do it in 


ſuch a diſguiſed manner, that very often its 
true ſprings ſhall lie concealed. But is it any 


— r _ J 1 rr a 
church may Regen to conſiſt of.” In anſwer to ſo 


plauſible. and ſtrong objection, I would have my 


reader obſerve, that this objection ſuppoſeth that 
church fellowſhip, if attended to in its fulleſt latitude, 


tends to the prejudice inſtead of the benefit of indi- 
viduals ; which is, I think, what can by no means 
be admitted. Moreover, there can be no. poſſibility 


of danger; but from a goſſiping ſpirit, divulging 
abroad what is communicated in church aſſemblies. 
But this apparent danger ought not to deter us from a 


privilege ſo great, and at the ſame time ſo obvious. 
On the contrary, it points out another duty now 


greatly neglected, and which, if attended to, would 
ſ produce t e moſt ſalutary effects in every. goſpel 
church. L mean to extirpate that goſſiping ſpirit, ſo 


rerx pernicious, and which ought by no means to be 
ſuffered in Chriſtian ſociety, 


particular 
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particular -ſhame for a man, that is always 
complaining of the wretched treachery of his 
heart, to own that he is ſometimes miſled 
hy its deceitfulneſs ? It would argue uncom- 
mon wiſdom indeed, for him to have ſuch a 
deceitful and vicious heart to cope with every 
day, and yet have the happineſs to eſcape all 
ts ſnares on all occaſions, We ſhould cer- 
tainly act much more in character, if, in- 
ſtead of artfully concealing what we think 
not fit to be publiſhed, we conſcientiouſly 
confeſſed our faults one to another that we 
might be healed. This is the divine ap- 
pointment, James v. 16. an obſervance of 
which would open ſuch a door to ſweet fel- 
lowſhip and pleaſurable communion, as 
is unknown in modern churches: of whom 
it may be truly ſaid, that they have little 
more than the bare externals of church 
order and diſcipline among them, without 
the vital ſpirit and eſſence. 

- Pride alſo will prove even a more ſtub- 
born enemy than ſhame its kinſman. Pride 
can never allow that its affairs ought to be 

ſubject to common inſpection; and con- 

. cludes, that it is better to bear its diſtreſſes 

alone, than to reveal their real cauſe, which 

may, perhaps, reflect but little honour on 
the party concerned. This confirms me 
more in the belief, that church mem- 
bers ought to confeſs their faults one to 


Discouasz on PRAYER. 13 


another, not only when the faults have 
been detected, but as ſoon as poſſible after 


they have been committed; as ſoon as the 


heart Begins to be wounded under a pri- 
vate ſenſe of them. Every ordinance of 
Chriſt tends to mortify the pride of man, 
and to promote Chriſtian love and affee- 
tion; this, perhaps, more than any what- 
ever: this which is almoſt; this which is 
entirely neglected. This conſcientiouſly 
confeſſing of our faults voluntarily, having 
been ſo long in diſuſe, it is no wonder at 
all, that formality, -and diftance from God 


and each other, have become fo awfully 


predominant. ' | 

But let my reader conſider, that if your 
diſtreſſes are lawful in themſelves and their 
ſources, you can have no reaſonable objec- 
tion, to communicating of them to the 
church. if they are unlawful, either in 
themſelves, or in their ſources, it is your 
duty, it is your privilege to lay them 
before the church, that by means of the 
church's prayers, you may be healed 


according to the promiſe, So that at all 


events you muſt be conſidered as ſinning 
againſt the church, and as ſinning againſt 
your own mercies, whilſt you are deterred 
either by pride or ſhame; or, 'as they are 
falſely called, prudence, from imparting 
your diſtreſſes, whatever they be, to the 

5 _ church 


—_—— 


IC . 


- 


14 A Discovase on Praveen, 


church to-which you belong. O God, for 
thine-own ſake, reſtore unto thy churches 
the genuine ſpirit of primitive Chriſtianity, 
When perſonal or family diſtreſſes have 
been revealed; when prayer has been re- 
ueſted, and friends have come together 
for that purpoſe, it has been known, that 
the occaſion has been leſs profitable than it 
might have been, by an unaccountable 
wandring from the point to which they 
were called to attend. In ſome caſes, when 
domeſtic calamities were deſired to be de- 
precated, it has been known, that much 
time has been ſpent in prayer, and the calc 
irfelf, on account of which prayer was re- 
queſted, has been either wholly omitted, 
or at moſt but very ſlightly touched upon; 
to the real addition of further ſorrow to 

the ſufferers. 
In ſome caſes, the ſpeaker for the com- 
FE has gone through the ſtate of all man- 
ind by nature, and lamented their ruin 
The plan of redemption by Chriſt, ad- 
mired its perfection, and the fulneſs of its 
| bleflings—The incapacity of man to do 
any thing to entitle him to that ſalvation— 
The work of the HolyGhoſt upon the mind 
in regeneration and converſion The great 
decay of vital religion in general, and the 
lamentable corruption of ſome communi- 
ties in particular I he encouragements and 
diſcouragements of goſpel — 
| ate 
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ſtate of the nation The badneſs of the 
times, from the corruption of great men 
and oppreſſion of the poor Lamented rhe 
irreligion of all ranks and degrees of men 
Gone through the political ſtate of Eu- 
rope — The abomioations of Antichriſt— 
And the ſad eſtate of the Turkiſh and Pa- 

an nations, and every other common place 


ſubject of prayer. Theſe things, with many 


more, have been run through in a way of 
prayer, in the preſence of a poor diſtreſſed 
brother, whoſe perſonal caſe has ſcarcely 
been mentioned, notwithſtanding at his 
inſtance prayer was requeſted. 

This 1 conſider as an evil of extenſive 
prevalence; an evil that in a great mea- 
ture fruſtrates the deſign of occaſional 
prayer; an evil therefore which ſhould be 
guarded againſt, as we would wiſh well to 
religious ſociety. In order to contribute 


my mite towards rectifying this diſorder, 


which I conſider not as beyond a remedy ; 
and as a diſorder that muſt ſtrike every 


one, who has had an opportunity of being 
witneſs to it, in a diſagrecable light, I would 


obſerve, that, 
If the church to which we belong, ap- 
points a ſeaſon of extraordinary prayer; the 


. occaſion will be laid before you at a pre- 


vious meeting; that which is the occalion 
of the appointment will be expected to be 
D-2..: the 
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the object of your attention, if you ſhould 
be called to activity in the exerciſe. 

If called by the church to be their 
mouth unto God, be you aſſured, that they 
do not defire you ſhould wander from /ea 
to ſea, through all the quarters of the ha- 

bitable world in your prayer; but that you 

ſhall attend principally, if not only to the 
ſubject recommended, as the object of 
that day's concern. * 

Ihe caſe is the fame, when you are cal- 
led to pray with an individual, or with a 
family in diſtreſs. You may reſt ſatisfied, 
that a poor priſoner, confined to a bed of 
ſickneſs, or a family under the weight of 
domeſtic calamity, do not want to hear any 
thing about the political concerns of the 
nations; neither can the ſituation of either 

the true or falſe churches, make any deep 
impreſſion upon an heart overcharged with 

grief. Therefore he cannot cordially join 
with you in ſuch circumſtances, when you 
wander ſo far from his own particular 
caſe. For when you are belabouring the 
man of ſin, the Romiſh antichriſt, your 
poor friend is mourning the antichriſt with- 
in him. Whilſt you are bewailing the great 
declenſions of religion, and the deplorable 
fituation of the church, he is bewailing 
that iniquity of his own, which has drawn 


forth 
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forth the ſcourge of God in ſuch a ſingu- 


lar“ manner upon him. Whilſt you are 


deprecating the evils that you ſee, or 


think you ſee threatning a guilty land, he 
is groaning under the preſſure. of perſonal 
or domeſtic. calamities; perhaps tremblin 
to think what may be the iſſue of the ſad 
diſpenſation. 

Thus there is a palpable diſſonance be- 
tween the party praying, and the party for 
whom prayer was to have beeu offered. 

From what has been ſaid, permit me to 
enquire into the cauſe of this neglect, or 
inattention to the particular cafe which 
you are called to remember. It appears 


to me, to proceed from either a miſtaken 


zeal for the public good—a fondneſs. to 
diſplay our own abilities—or an unjuſtifia- 
ble abſence of thought, inconſiſtent with 
the ſolemnity of prayer. 

1. A miſtaken or untimely zeal for the 
public good may be the cauſe. I call.ic 
miſtaken or untimely zeal, for a true well re- 
gulated zeal will find opportunities enough 
to bring every public caſe before the throne 
of God, without unſeaſonably luggingthem 


in on thoſe opportunities devoteq to parti- 


Singular; moſt commonly it appears ſo, to 
the afflicted party himſelf, though at * not ſo in 
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cular purpoſes. In private in his cloſer, 
in his family, or even in ordinary church 
meetings, he may enlarge upon every cir- 
cumſtance in the religious, or in the poli- 
tical world, as he ſhall find freedom with- 
out being deemed culpable. But all par- 
ticular appointments ought to be held ſa- 


cred to that, for which they are appointed; 


therefore every one engaged ought to con- 
ſider himſelf as under certain reſtraints, 
from the nature of the opportunity. 

2. A ſecret fondneſs for diſplaying our 
own religious talents, may ſometimes lead 
us aſide trom the proper object ; and being 
called upon to attend to one particular 
ſubject of prayer, we may take occaſion, 


with much verboſity, to enlarge upon eve- 


ry common place article of prayer. But 
is it not highly unbecoming for us to en- 
courage pride, and give licence to ambi- 
tion, even in the preſence of our Maker ? 
It we afk a favour at the hand of a fellow- 
creature would we take occaſion, at the ſame 
time, to ſnew him with what perſuaſive 
eloquence we could ſolicit every other fa- 
vour at his hand? This fondneſs of diſ- 
play ing our - own talents, is altogether in- 
conſiſtent with the confeſſions which we 
frequently, and perhaps even then make 
of our own meanneſs, nothingneſs and in- 
capacity tor all ſpiritual duty, Is it not Jn 
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the. higheſt degree prepoſterous and ab- 
ſurd, to confeſs to God that we know not 


how to pray as we ought, unleſs his holy 


ſpirit help our infirmities, and make inter- 


ceſſion for us; and at the ſame time to let 


him ſee how well we can pray without the 
ſpirit's aſſiſtance ? I ſay, without the ſpirir's 
aſſiſtance; for the ſpirit of God is a ſpirit 
of order, and ſuggeſts only neceſſary 
prayer. He hath no hand at all, in the 
manifeſtation of our great capacity for vo- 
luble prayer. His province 1s to prepare 
the heart with matter, rather than to fill 


the lips with words. Hence the ſpirit's 


prayer is repreſented as uttered in groans, 
rather than well conſtructed, eaſy flowing 
ſentences. 

Beſides, all enlargement upon things fo- 
reign to the occaſion, is ſo far from diſco- 
vering extenſive abilities, that on the con- 


trary, it betrays a want of underſtanding, 


and a mind not duly affected with the ſo- 


lemnity, and rather tends to diſtreſs than 
edify the hearers. Solomon's words, Eccleſ. 


v. 3. A fooPs voice is known by the multi- 


tude of his words; are not inapplicable 
to our purpoſe; for, by how much the more 
we exceed in words, by ſo much the leſs 
do we recommend our judgment. It would 
even ſeem, that this divine writer had 
ſuch a caſe in his eye, when he. gives this 


Caution. 
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caution. © Be not raſh with thy mouth, 
and let not thine beart be haſty to utter. any 
thing before God : for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth; therefore let thy words he 
few. For a foo!'s voice is known by the mul- 
titude of his words.” Eccleſ. v. 2, 3. Of 
the ſame import is that general direction 
concerning prayer, given by the great pro- 
phet of the church, Matth. vi 7, 8. But 
toben ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions, as 
the beathen do; for they think that they ſhall 
be heard for their much ſpeaking. Be not ye 
therefore like unto them. | 

3. This little attention that ſometimes 


is paid to particular caſes, may proceed 


from abſence of thought, which is as un- 
juſtifiable as diſplaying our own abilities. 
What excuſe can be offered for ſuch inat- 
tention, when we confider that prayer in 
general is, our addreſs to the King of 
Kings, whoſe -prerogative it is to ſearch 
the hearts, and try the reins of all the 
children of men; and as ſuch is the moſt 
perfect judge of the concord or diſagree- 
ment between our hearts and lips ; between 
our feelings and expreſſions. Were we 
addreſſing an earthly monarch, who is but 
a worm like ourſelves, would we not be 
careful to avoid wandering from the point; 
would we not ſtudy to expreſs our petition 

ina manner the moſt pertinent of which 
„ we 
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we are capable ? Suppoſe then for inſtance, 
we were ſoliciting pardon for ſome con- 
demned malefactor; would we entertain 
his Majeſty with a tedious account of the 
ſeveral ſtates of Europe, before we came 
ro the matter of the intended petition ? 
Certainly not. We would in ſuch a caſe 
confine ourſelves to the matter of our peti- 
tion, which we would endeavour to couch - 
in language the molt perſuaſive, and en- 
force by arguments the moſt engaging. 
Surely then, all our intercourſe with the 
Gop of the kings of the earth, is of ſuch 
a ſolemn nature, that it demands the at- 
tention of the whole ſou}, and a ſpecial 
regard to the matter of our preſent peti- 
tion, with which we approach the throne 
of infinite holineſs. 

Now to draw to a concluſion, one gene- 
ral rule reſpecting prayer may be laid down, 
out of which ſome things uſeful as a direc- 
tory may be drawn. I mean the nature of 
true prayer. And it is “ the language of 
the heart.” Much prayer may be made, 
where no voice is heard. Many words 
may be uſed, where the heart is deſtitute 
of the ſpirit of prayer, and not one ſpiri- 
tual deſire aſcends towerds the throne of 
God. Therefore it behoves every man 
and woman to canlider, that as to avoid 
numerous particulars, all prayer may be 


defined 
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defined under theſe three heads; confeſſion, 
Seer and thankſgiving; theſe are to 
regulated by the preſent diſpoſition of 
the heart, and what you have learned in paſt 
experiences. 8 Tits 
1. Confeſipn; muſt and certainly will be, as 
far as you are influencedby the ſpirit of God, 


regulated and directed by that ſenſe which 


you have of the ſin and miſery which you 
confeſs. To exceed this, or in other words, 
tot expreſs with our lips that of which our 
hearts poſſeſs no feeling, cannot be under- 
ſtood otherwiſe, than as a mockery of that 
divine being who is the object of prayer. 
It is impoſſible to pray ſpiritually without 
ſelf examination, and due regard had to 
the ſenſations of the heart. 

2. All petition is to be directed on the 
one hand. by your neceſſities, or the neceſ- 
ſities of others for whom you pray, and 
on the other, by the belief which you have 
in Chriſt's ability and willingneſs to ſave. 
'To aſk bread when you are not hungry, 
or water when you are neither thirſty nor 
ſenſible of pollution; to aſk for cloathing 
when you ſce not your own nakedneſs, or 
for quickening influence, when you are no 
way apprehenſive of your deadneſs, would 
be inconſiſtent with that fincerity which you 

rofeſs. And equally inconſiſtent it would 
E for you to bewail the afflictions of a 
diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed friend, and in words to ſolicit 
his deliverance, it in reality your heart is 
unaffected with his, diſtreſs and captivity, 
To act uprightly befare God, the eye mult 
never loſe ſight of the heart, for, as the 
heart is, ſo will thy prayer be ſpiritual or 
carnal, 1. | 
If you are hungry you may aſk bread ; 
if your hunger is violent you may urge 
your petition with the greateſt vehemence, 
and even ule an holy violence upon God, 
like the famous wreſtler. If the — ſen- 
ſations of hunger, thirſt, &c. prevail, vou 
will not readily be diverted from the object 
of your purſuit; fpiritual hunger muſt 
feed upon the bread of God, and thirlt 
muſt drink of the water of life. If the diſ- 
treſſes of your brethren lie heavy on your 
heart, you may follow the example of the 
Syrophenician woman *, in whoſe hiſtory 
we have a noble example of prayer, and a 
memorable inſtance of its powerful pre- 
She was a woman of Ca- 
naan, a member of an uncircumciſed com- 
munity, to whom the goſpel of ſalvation 
was not as yet preached. Though a 
Pagan by deſcent and education, ſhe was 
no ſtranger to the humane feelings of a 
parent, but ſought to Jeſus for the relief 
of her daughter. The divinely compaſ- 


1 Matth. XV. 21—28. 


ſionate 
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ſionate Redeemer heard her petitions, and 

felt the torce of her overcoming faith, 
anſwered her not a word, becauſe he would 
draw forth her belief into a more exten- 
ſive exerciſe, place her in a more exalted 
oint of view in the annals of his 
3 and hold her up in Zion as a fit 
example for his people to follow. Though 
he anſwered her not a word, ſhe deſiſted 
not, but proſecuted her ſuit with much 
vehemence, crying after him to the diſt ur- 
bance of his diſciples. Still ſhe meets 
with a very diſcouraging reception, and is 
plainly told, that the Saviour's preſent miſ- 
fion is not to any Gentile nation; but 7 
the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael. Surely 
the will now give up all hope, and ceaſe 
from further ſolicitation | No, ſhe will not 
yield. She came for mercy, and mercy 
ſhe will have, or die by the feet of Jeſus. 
Her prayer is now ſhort indeed, but it is 
warm and pithy. ** Lord help me,” is all 
her cry. Yet even this prevails not, for 
an immediate propitious anſwer. * [ts 
not meet to take the ckildrens bread, and caſt 
it to dogs.“ What ſhall ſhe do now ? 
What can ſhe have further to hope for ? 
Deemed a dog by him who is uſed to per- 
form ſuch wonders of mercy. She confeſſeth 
herſelf a dog, allows the childrens claim, 
and humbly petitions only the dog's por- 
tion, 
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tion, the crumbs which the children ſcat- 
ter from their table, Now ſhe prevails. 
Jeſus can conſtrain himſelf no longer 
the diſguiſe of unkindneſs fits uneaſy up- 
on the loving Redeemer. His yearning 
bowels muſt have vent; his divine compaſ- 
fions muſt be diſcovered. And now his 
anger ſeeming is turned away, he ſpeaks 
delight and comfort to her. Like this poor 
woman for her daughter, you may plead 
for your friend till you obtain a favourable 
anſwer, and ſee his deliverance accom- 
pliſhed. It may therefore be ſaid, go ye 
and do ſo likewile. 
3. All thankſgiving ought to be directed 
by the ſenſe, which we really have of the 
neſs of God, in benefits received at 
is hand. To thank God for mercies 
which have made no impreſſion on our 
hearts, is nothing ſhort of flattering the 


moſt High, and crying Lord, Lord, with 


the deteſtable hypocrite; and it is very 
awful to play the hypocrite with our Maker. 
In all caſes then, it appears, that the 
Chriſtian who would act conſiſtently with 
himſelf, and would guard againſt the leaven 
of hypocriſy, muſt be much converſant 
daily with his own heart, as well as with 
the volume of Revelation. Do we bleſs 
God for his unſpeakable gift, Jeſus, the 
ſon of his love? Let us look well to the 

C nature 
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nature and meaſure of the hope we. have 
in him; and the ardour of our deſire after 
an intereſt in his. great ſalvation, and the 
unbounded bleſſings of his grace and love,. 
If we expreſs our thankfulneſs for provi- 
dential benefits, let us ſee how far we are 
ſenſible of the government being on his 
ſhoulders, and of every benefit of hfe being 
the fruit of his munificence; how far we ſee 
his hand exerted even in our common en- 
joyments : for without ſuitable impreſſions 
on the heart, our verbal confeſſions dwin- 
dle into the {acrifices of fools,” and as ſuch 
muit be an abomination. But where the 


heart is under proper impreſſions, there 


needs not many words, nor language much 
refined, to render our addreſſes acceptable 
to him that ſitteth upon the throne ; it be- 
ing the heart only upon which his regard 


is fixed ; the heart which he demands in 


all our religious exerciſes, and which ought 
never to be left behind, in our approaches 
to the throne of our Maker. 
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